











- Quid verum at que decens curo et rogoetomnis in hoc fum, 


Nullius addidtus jurare in verba magiftri 
Quo me cunque rapit tempeitas, deferor hofpes. 
Hor. 
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eseceeceecese seosseeseesWarium et mutabile femper 


Homo. 
Man is changeable as well as Woman. 7 


: ee difpofition to change, obfervable in 
the human character, is, at fome times, a 


fubjec&t of regret; at others, a fource of confo- 

lation: it is an advantage when it can be con- 
veniently gratified; when it cannot, it is of 
courfe an evil. When {pring approaches, dif- 
fufing the glow of genial heat throughout the 
frame, giving beauty, fragrance, and mufic, to 
the fenfes, the tranfition from the joylefs va- 
cancy of nature, during winter, to the charms 
and riches of the new-born year, fills up the 
heart with gladnefs, and faffers us not to think 
more of what is no longer felt. In countries 
which are not expofed to the inconveniences: 
of exceffive heat, the mind pafles through fuc- 
ceflive ftages of delight, whenthe milder gra- 


ces of the {pring are fuperfeded by the more - 
Az {plendid 











: eS 


4 THE VIGIL: No, [. 


{plendid effulgence of fummer, and the clufter- 
ing bounties of autumnal ripenefs. But when 
in the higher latitudes, the dreary blafts return 
to numb the frame of nature, and wrap her in 
a frozen trance, the human heart feels fympathy 
as for her death, and finks awhile beneath the 
inevitable, fad viciffitude. Yet even here kind 
heaven, which {corns not, nor deferts, the frail- 
ties it permits, pours comfort into the bofom of 
the fhivering peafant, 


“* Who bides the pelting of the pitilefs ftorm.” 
«* Hope travels on nor quits us when we die:” 


And for thofe whofe luckier ftars have poured 
abundance in their: laps, the blazing hearth 
fheds light and cheerfulnefs upon their cyes, as 
the kind moon fucceeds the fetting fun and 
guides the way-worn traveller. Such indeed is 
the influence of change upon enjoyment, that 
its confummation feems to be impracticable with- 
out alternate fufferance: 


«« Sweet is pleafure after pain,” 


Says the poet ; and it is certainthat fimple eafe 
becomes delight, after a day of anguifh. 


But though pain fhould be admitted to be a 
ufeful 
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ufeful foil to pleafure, as fhade to light, yet the 
writer, who fhould prefume to put his readers to 
the torture, in order to exalt their raptures, 
would certainly be in danger of the torture him- 
felf; I mean the galling {courge of criticifm. 
Since then an author is not permitted to try any — 
painful experiments upon his readers, though 
with the beft intentions, and is ftrictly forbid- 
den, upon all occafions, to be dull if he can help 
it, it becomes requifite that he fhould exert to 
the utmoft, every faculty of the mind, that the — 
gratification of the reader, may be as complete 
as poffible, without recourfe to unwelcome aux- 
iliaries. But, could he be wife and witty to his 
utmoft wifh, it is to be apprehended that he 
would fail at laft in his attempt, without the 
potent fpell, variety. ‘The beau, in the play, 
thinks he has faid his utmoit when he tells his 
witty friend,—‘* Egad, my dear, you are fo 
agreeable I love you almoft as well as a new ac- 
quaintance.”—All, all, with confenting minds, 
delight in novelty. The child rejoices in his 
toy anhour; the next he breaks it, that he 
may getanewone ‘The boy, who loves a hob- 
by horfe to-day, to-morrow longs for tops and 
marbles. The youth, who this month finds no 
blifS but in the arms of Daphne, the next be- 
comes 
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comes the fuitor of her maid. ‘ The fenior, 
who knows no joy but power this year, the next 
refigns it for a golden ‘plumb. Nay, even the 
monarch, dazzled with the glare, giatted with 
the luxuries, and wearied with the noify ho- 
mage of a court, looks’ with envy upon: the 
fnug neatnefs, the fimple meal, the mild tran- 
quillity of the peafant’s cottage. 


O fortunati mercatores, gravis annis 

Miles ait, multo jam fra€tus membra labore. 
Contra mercator, navim jaGtantibus Auftris, — 
Militia eft potior. Quid enim? concurritur: hore 
Momento cita mors venit, aut victoria lxta. 
Agricolam laudat juris legamque peritus, » 

Sub gallicantum confultor ubi oftia pulfat. 

Ile, datis vatibus, qui rure extractus in urbem eft, 
Solos felices viventes clamat in urbe. 


Impreffed with fuch notions as thefe, I have 
undertaken the compofition of a periodical pa- 
per ; and if I fhall be fo fortunate as 


«« To catch the living manners as they rife,” 


there can be no doubt that the various creature, 
man, Will find me full employment; various— 


 becaufe he ever differs from all others, and not 


feldom from himfelf. 
But, 
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But, though variety, is the charaéteriftick ads 
vantage of a periodical paper, it is far from be- 
ing its only one. In this {pecies of writing, 
many fubjects, which very intimately concern 
the happinefs of fociety, and which do not ad- 
mit of extendcd dilation, may be difcuffed with 
convenience. When the bar and the pulpit 
have done their utmoft, no inconfiderable glean- 
ings of vice and folly always remain for the fa- 
tirift: And though our country is yet but an in- 
fant in wickcdnefs, it is to be fufpected that fome 
petty foibles are to be difcovered by an atten- 
tive obferver, even among ourfclves.. Nay it 


is not altogether a fettled point that I, myfelf, 
who, in imitation of certain felf-created focieties 


- . (1 will not fay whether civil, military, or ec- 


clefiaftical; politicks not being much my pro- 
vince) have erected myfelf into the character 
of Critick and Cenfor General, and am about to 
fit in judgment upon the morals of the good peo- 
ple of America, can fairly be pronounced com- 
pletely free from faults: And were no man to 
preach to his neighbours, but he who is with- 
out fin himfelf, there would be but few preach- 
ers, and perhaps not many more finners. As 2 
young nation, however, we fhall, no doubt, 


flatter ourfelves that our vicious habits are not 
become 
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become incurable; that we have, at leaft, duc- 
tility in morals, and like ‘‘ children of a lar- 
ger growth,” that we may be weaned from our 
offences. It iscertain the moft flagrant atroci- 
ties are generated by wants, natural and created, 
which, happily, are yet but little known in our 
country, and lead by flow, but certain, _— 
to a 





